
Transdisciplinarity in Communication Science



Why “Team Science” in Cancer 
Communication?



Rapid Change in Communications
“The pace of change [in 
communication options] over 
the next 5 years will dwarf the 
pace of change for the last 50 
years.”

Lehrer News Hour,
October 19, 2006



Personalized Information Delivery
Tailored Product Lists Access to Personal 

Account Information

Psychographic 
“Push”

Dynamic 
Generation of 
Tailored Product
Information



New Technologies Require Team Approach
Product Design 
Cycle for Web 
Application

c/o Carnegie Mellon 
University



Commercial Communicators & Team Science









Transdisciplinarity in CECCRs



Objectives

Accelerate progress in population health
Reach
Effectiveness
Efficiency

Focus correct interdisciplinary resources on problems in 
communication
Enable innovation in methods, solutions
Train the next generation of cancer communication science



Disciplines



Centers of Excellence in Cancer Communication Research
Cancer Research Network HMO/PPO
Cancer Information Service
Transdisciplinary Tobacco Use Research Center
Cancer Prevention and Control Research Network
Comprehensive Cancer Centers

Connections
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New Methods



Papers, Presentations, Pilots, Projects



Future Considerations

Can we truly transform communication science (e.g., 
Data sharing; tenure).
Can we span levels of analysis to support population 
change?
Can we hold innovation to the rigors of expected 
return?



Transdisciplinarity in Communication Science


